
April 16, 2021

Dear Kingsley Families,

Information was shared this week about our upcoming assessments. The dates
for our upcoming assessments at Kingsley are listed below along with other
information to help communicate the purpose for the testing. Additional details
will be shared from your child’s teacher soon.

Family Night In with ST Math
Gather around the computer screen for a family evening of math, puzzles, and
fun! From diving deep into the neuroscience of spatial-temporal learning to
playing a couple of practice puzzles with our penguin mascot, JiJi, your
community won't want to miss out.

Please use this link to attend one of the events - we'll be doing four over the
next month.

New D65 Group for Families of Students with Disabilities
We need your voices and input! Families supporting students who have IEPs or
504s are invited to join D65's new SEPAC (special education parent advisory
council). The goal is to facilitate collaboration between families and D65 to
promote improved outcomes for our kids, as well as belonging and inclusion for
them at school and beyond. Learn more at the SEPAC website and sign up for
SEPAC’s email list to stay connected!
At its first meeting on April 7, the group adopted bylaws and heard a
presentation from our district's Special Education Content Facilitator Shannon
Boatwright about inclusion, co-teaching and UDL: Video Presentation on
Inclusive Education. The May 12 meeting (6:30-8 pm) will include voting in an
initial board and a second presentation topic TBD. Tell us what interests you by
filling out the Parent Interest Survey! And if you or someone you know would
consider serving as an officer in the new group, please fill out the nomination
form by the end of this month.

For more info, contact Dr. Romy DeCristofaro at decristofaror@district65.net.

Honor a Teacher
Teacher Appreciation Week is May 3-7

Foundation 65’s Honor a Teacher program allows us to say thank you to
educators who have been working so hard for all of our children this year.

Educators who are recognized with a donation in their honor will receive a
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digital card from Foundation 65, including your name and a personal note.*

Your gift will support Foundation 65, an independent grantmaking organization
that invests in educator-led initiatives to support educational equity through
literacy and arts in a child’s foundational years.

Go to www.foundation65.org/honor-a-teacher to make your gift and craft your
personal note today.

*Gifts must be received by April 23rd in order to send a personal note. The
amount of the gift will not be shared publicly with the teacher.

District and State Assessments:

We know that the 2020-21 school year has been one unlike any other. As a
community, we continue to overcome the challenges as it relates to the pandemic
and subsequent changes to teaching and learning. As we approach our spring
assessment windows, we know there are many questions about state
assessments. These include IAR, ISA, DLM, and ACCESS. We have been
informed by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) that there are no
assessment waivers for school districts like there were in 2020. This is based on
a directive from the federal government. Based on this guidance, we have
limited flexibility for these state required assessments and all schools must
administer at the required grade levels.

What flexibility has been given to the district in administering assessments?
● Assessments can be given in a defined window either in the spring or the

fall.
● Participation rates have been waived and it is not required that districts

meet the 95% threshold rate for participation while still requiring
administration to students.

When will District 65 students take state assessments?
The District has made the decision to administer the IAR, DLM, and ISA
assessments this spring.  In coming to this decision, we believe we are
preserving instructional time for students and educators in the fall and protecting
space to focus on relationships and routines upon return. This will help to create
blocks of much needed uninterrupted instructional time.  Additionally If the
district selects to administer assessments in the fall, students must take the state
assessments twice next school year - once in the fall and again in the spring.

What are the assessment windows for this spring and fall?
District 65 schools will administer state assessments during the windows listed
below. Please note that in addition to state assessments, regularly planned local
assessments will continue to be given throughout the school year  in order to

http://www.foundation65.org/honor-a-teacher


inform instruction and support student learning. School administrators will
notify their community of specific testing dates.

School year 2020-2021
● Measures of Academic Progress (MAP): April 26 - May 14
● Illinois assessment of readiness (IAR): May 17 - May 28 (3rd - 5th

grade)
● Illinois science assessment (ISA): May 10 - May 14 (5th-grade)
● Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM): April 6 - May 28 (select students

based on their IEP)

School year 2021-2022
● Assessing Comprehension and Communication in English

State-to-State (ACCESS): July 1- September 17

When will the District administer ACCESS?
The District has decided to move ACCESS testing to the fall. Many of our
students who are emerging bilinguals are still in remote learning and ACCESS
must be given in person ideally by an adult who is directly connected to their
learning. Administering in the fall increases this opportunity. The assessment
will inform educators on student language development and needs for language
support.

We also acknowledge that this will have unintended consequences for our
students in having to test multiple times next school year. We will continue to
maximize instructional opportunity for our students and work to ensure a
positive student experience - emphasizing relationships and community building
in our classrooms.

What students will take the assessments?
The District will administer assessments to 3rd-8th grade students. D65 will
provide clear guidelines for test administration and, per state guidelines, will
focus on assessing students that are in-person for learning. Assessments must be
administered in person per state guidelines. The District will not bring students
who are currently in the remote learning pathway back on-site for various
reasons, including health and safety, disruption to instruction, parental choice of
remote learning, and testing logistics.

Students who are remote will be provided with asynchronous learning
opportunities during the specific time that assessments are being administered.
Arrangements will be made for all students to participate in-person for ACCESS
testing this fall.

Why is the District moving forward with assessments when not every
student will have the opportunity to participate? Or that only in-person
students will be administered assessments?
Per state and federal regulations, the District is required to administer several
required assessments to eligible students. We recognize that state assessment



results, in combination with other metrics may help us and the state to better
understand student progress and learning during this school year. We also
recognize that we will need to use multiple measures to assess our students’
progress given that not all students will be assessed this spring, and we hope that
the state will provide support to all school districts in making the best use of the
state assessment data that is being collected.

What about the Spring MAP and MAP Fluency assessments?
Even given the unique and unprecedented circumstances of this year, we have
been successful in administering our local assessments (MAP) remotely and are
still able to use the data to inform our instruction and intervention for students.
The successful administration of our local assessments (MAP) is due, in large
part, to the collective efforts of educators, leaders, families, and students. As a
District, we utilize the MAP assessments more frequently than any other
assessment and want to focus the majority of our attention and efforts to another
successful administration of the MAP assessments. Therefore, we shifted the
MAP assessment window up to allow students and educators to put their best
efforts toward the MAP assessments. The MAP assessment window is April
26th through May 14th.

As always, don’t hesitate to reach out if there is anything that I can do to help or
you have any questions or concerns. Thank you for your support of your student
and Kingsley School.

Kind Regards,

David Davis
Principal

Michelle Brand
Assistant Principal of Special Services


